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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Jan. 28, 2015

EPA Recognizes Indianapolis Zoo for Green Power
Zoo is one of five Indiana organizations using 100 percent green power

INDIANAPOLIS — The United States Environmental Protection Agency recognized the
Indianapolis Zoo as one of its 100 percent Green Power Partners for using electricity from

clean, renewable sources organization-wide.

With sustainability a key component of the Zoo’s conservation mission, the Zoo has initiated
and maintained green practices while encouraging others to adopt a “greener” way of life.
When visiting the Zoo, guests learn about environmentally conscious efforts they can
incorporate into their daily routines and the Zoo’s many green initiatives, including energy

usage, recycling practices and much more.

In 2008, the Zoo began purchasing green power to cover all of its energy usage, the first zoo in
the nation to do so. Through Indianapolis Power & Light Company’s Green Power option, the

Zoo is supporting the development of renewable energy sources, which helps reduce reliance
on fossil-fueled power. Recent sources of renewable energy through IPL were purchased from
Indiana and Midwest wind farms.

“As a mission driven conservation organization it was an easy decision to supplement 100
percent of our electrical power needs through sustainable sources,” said Paul Grayson, the
Indianapolis Zoo’s deputy director.

The Zoo currently purchases more than 12 million kilowatt-hours of green power annually.
According to EPA calculations, the Zoo’s green power usage is equivalent to avoiding the
carbon dioxide emissions of nearly 2,000 passenger vehicles per year, or is the equivalent
amount of electricity needed to power more than 1,000 average American homes annually.

The Zoo is one of only five organizations in Indiana on the list, with four utilizing IPL’s Green
Power Option. Among the nearly 600 organizations nationwide, the Zoo joins the New England
Aquarium as the only other zoo or aquarium to rely solely on green power.
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About the Indianapolis Zoo

The Indianapolis Zoo empowers people and communities, both locally and globally, to advance
animal conservation. Located in White River State Park downtown, the Indianapolis Zoo is
accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the American Association of Museums
as a zoo, aquarium and botanical garden. Visit IndianapolisZoo.com
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