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BIOGRAPHY
Dr. Robert Shumaker:
As the Indianapolis Zoo’s Vice President of Conservation and Life Sciences, Dr. Robert Shumaker
has exceptional credentials, including 20 years’ experience at the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Zoo (where he first encountered orangutans on a one-to-one basis) and later as Director
of Orangutan Research at the Great Ape Trust in Des Moines, Iowa. He is recognized as one of the
world’s foremost experts in primate behavior, including the cognitive abilities of the highly
intelligent orangutan, and is a highly regarded lecturer.
Dr. Shumaker has written a number of scientific articles and scholarly books on primate behavior
and cognition. He is currently on the faculty at Indiana University-Bloomington and is an affiliate of
the Krasnow Institute at George Mason University. His newest book, Animal Tool Behavior, was
published in 2011 and is considered the definitive work on the use and manufacture of tools by
animals.
Along with being widely published, Dr. Shumaker has appeared in dozens of documentaries and
programs airing on National Geographic, Animal Planet, Discovery Channel, the BBC and PBS. He is
widely consulted on animal welfare issues. In his current position, Dr. Shumaker leads the
Indianapolis Zoo’s curatorial team in all aspects of the management and care of the Zoo’s animal
and plant collections. Dr. Shumaker received his bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate from George
Mason University.
###
About the Indianapolis Zoo
Located in White River State Park downtown, the Indianapolis Zoo is accredited by the Association
of Zoos and Aquariums and the American Association of Museums as a zoo, aquarium and
botanical garden. The Indianapolis Zoo empowers people and communities, both locally and
globally, to advance animal conservation.

